f v G+

TN

The Tennessee Star

Q, Nashville, Tennessee
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NASHVILLE, Tennessee—Members of the 917 Society Founders Club held a holiday party at offers
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the 917 Society, every eighth-grader in Tennessee gets a copy of the U.S. Constitution. Trendlng

Joni Bryan launched the 917 Society just a few years ago. Dr. Gina Bob Corker
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The 917 Society has already given out 35,000 pocket copies of the U.S. Constitution to
eighth-graders in Tennessee.

At Tuesday's party, Bryan discussed plans to give out 50,000 more copies of the Constitution
in January.

Bryan also
announced a
membership
drive.

“Right now,
everyone is
volunteer. We
are working
toward
having staff

members,’

Bryan said.

“We are hoping to raise $250,000 so we can have five staff members. That is our big goal for
the next year”

Also at the gathering, Bryan and Wang presented a Founders Cup Award to State Senator
Kerry Roberts, R-Springfield, for his work on behalf of the 917 Society.

As reported, members of the group pass out copies of the U.S. Constitution to eighth-grade
students right before they go to high school and about four years before they start voting.

Eighth-grade
is the year
students are
supposed to
have civics in
the U.S.
curriculum.

Constitutiona
| literacy right
now, as

members of .
the group have pointed out, is low among many people.

As reported, Tennessee is the first state to offer a free state Constitution Day program.

At a 917 Society gathering this past September, State Sen. Mark Green (R-Clarksville) spoke
of “a melting pot that is America” and how that is what the U.S. Constitution really stands
for.

“It's an amazing document amended over time to correct its faults. What is amazing is that
it can be done,” Green said.

To get involved with the organization or to donate, visit 917Society.com.

Chris Butler is an investigative journalist at The Tennessee Star. Follow Chris on Facebook.
Email tips to chrisbutlerjournalist@gmail.com.
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ONE THOUGHT TO “917 SOCIETY MEMBERS CELEBRATE HOLIDAYS WITH BIG

PLANS FOR 2019”

Toby Sternes

® December 13,2018 at 12:45 pm
| applaud the giving of The Constitution to as many students as possible. Is there a
program for older citizens having meaningful conversations with students about The
Consitution? Do you take volunteers for such?
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